
The Rules (and Consequences of Poor Decisions)
Mr. Tomasino

Dear Parent/Guardian,

I look forward to having your child in my class this year.  I’m sure we’ll have many exciting, rewarding, and challenging experiences together as the year progresses.

I firmly believe that the path to success is self-discipline consistently practiced.  My classroom rules are not many, and I will give every student the opportunity to manage his or her own behavior.  Your child deserves the most positive educational climate possible for academic growth.  Therefore, the following plan will be in effect at all times.

Classroom Rules:

RESPECT yourself:




What does it look like?

· arrive prepared and on time each and every day

· work as hard as you can to continually succeed


RESPECT your classmates:









What does it look like?
· address classmates with respect at all times



· leave profanity on the street

· Speak only when appropriate!


RESPECT your classroom and school:









What does it look like?
· eating and drinking are to be done somewhere else

· cell phones are OFF or (better yet) AT HOME

· working together to keep our classroom clean

Following this simple classroom rule of respect at all times will provide every student with a positive, safe environment for learning that will lead to better grades and the most room for personal growth.  If a student chooses to behave in a disrespectful manner and break a rule, these are the consequences:
	Poor Choice
	Consequence

	Possession of unauthorized electronic device
	0th offense:  verbal warning, 

1st offense:  point deduction 
2nd offense:  confiscation, returned to student the next day

3rd offense:  confiscation, transfer to the administrative team

	Tardiness
	Point deduction, Tomasino detention:  detention with me after school the day of the infraction, 5-15 minutes to discuss incident.  Report to room 132 by 3:15

	Uniform non-compliance (includes not wearing ID)
	1st offense:  verbal warning:  student will be asked to get into dress code compliance.  Point deduction.  If they fail to do so, see “minor classroom infractions”

2nd and subsequent offenses:  see “minor classroom infractions”

Repeat offenders:  Science Department detention, 45 minutes.  Report to room 124 by 3:15.

	Minor classroom infractions (repeatedly talking out of turn, disrespecting our class or classroom as described above, eating or drinking in class, etc.)
	Tomasino detention:  detention with me after school the day of the infraction, 5-15 minutes to discuss incident.  Report to room 132 by 3:15

	Major classroom infractions (repeated minor infractions, use of inappropriate language toward myself or other students, disruptive behavior, etc.)
	Science Department detention, 30 minutes.  Report to room 124 by 3:15.

	Failure to serve personal detention
	Science Department detention, 30 minutes.  Report to room 124 by 3:15.

	Failure to serve Science Department detention
	Assignment of an additional day of Science Department detention, parent phone call.  Additional missed days will result in transfer of the discipline to the Science Department head.


There are several acceptable reasons not to serve detention the day it is assigned (it will be reassigned to the very next school day).  For detention to be reassigned, YOU MUST PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION FROM A PARENT, TEACHER, COACH, ETC. within 24 hours.  Please include a phone number to reach the parent/guardian providing the excuse note.
· You are a member of an athletic team that has a game THE DAY OF the infraction. (Provide note from coach)  
· Another teacher or administrator has assigned you detention for THE DAY OF the infraction. (Provide note from teacher)
· You have a previously scheduled appointment with a doctor or other serious family commitment. (Provide note from parent/guardian)
· You have an important family commitment that would cause serious disruption without, e.g. care for a younger sibling (Bring note from parent/guardian)
Examples of some UNNACEPTABLE excuses for detention reassignment

· Missing a bus

· Being late to work

· Athletic practice or meeting

· Club meeting

· School late detention (teacher detention trumps late detention.  I will provide a note)
Serious infractions



In the unlikely event of a serious incident such as fighting, possession of weapons or prohibited substances, or other behaviors that could be physically harmful to the students or others, (i.e. BCPS discipline level III) the matter will be referred to the school administration immediately for appropriate action to be taken.

I have discussed this discipline plan with my students, but I would appreciate it if you would also review the plan with your child, then sign and return the form below.  I will be communicating with you throughout the year to keep you aware of your child’s progress.  Please feel free to contact me at any time by email at NTomasino@bcps.k12.md.us, or at (410) 396-7026 if you prefer to call.

Thank You!

Nicholas Tomasino

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 I have read your Classroom Discipline Plan and discussed it with my child.

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature



Student’s Name



Date






















